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Weekly Events 
 

9:00am Mass on Sunday 
 
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School 
First Sunday of the month is 

Healing Segment9:00am 
 
Tuesday: 2rd Tues. Vestry Meet at 

5:00pm 
 

Wednesday: The 1st Wednesday 9 
to Noon is Advent Food Pantry 

3rd Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) at 10:00am 
Choir Rehearsal at 3:30pm 

 
Friday: 12pm Stations of the 

Cross       Only in Lent 
 
Saturday: 1st Daughters of the 

King at 10:30am 2nd Bob Evan’s 
Breakfast Fellowship at 9:00am 

Also at 10:00am Altar Guild meeting 
3rd Clean-up Day at 8:00am 

 
  

11251 SW Hwy 484 
Dunnellon, FL  34432 

(352) 465-7272 

 

Office Hours 
Mon., Wed. 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Thurs. 8:00am – 12:00pm 
Tuesday 8:30am – 4:00pm 

A MESSAGE FROM FR. BARRETT 

 
The Lord be with you! 

 
I can’t believe how the years fly!  Next 

month marks my 13th Lent season with you!  
Here is the schedule. 

 
Our Theme this year is “The Sign of Jonah” 

 
2/18 Ash Wednesday Worship at Noon and 

7pm no soup supper 
 

2/25  Soup Supper at 4pm Worship at 

4:30pm “Saved by the Storm” 
 

3/4 Soup Supper at 4pm Worship at 4:30 
pm “Our Providing God 

 
3/11 Soup Supper at 4pm Worship at 

4:30pm “Praying in the Belly of the Big 
Fish” 

 
3/18 Soup Supper at 4pm Worship at 

4:30pm “The God of the Second Chance” 
 

3/25 Soup Supper at 4pm Worship at 
4:30pm “About Face!” 

 

Holy Week 
 

3/29 Palm Sunday 
 

4/2  Maundy Thursday-Stripping of altar 
Worship at 7pm 
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4/3 Good Friday Worship at Noon and 7pm-no music and no communion 

 
4/4  The Great Easter Vigil Worship at 7pm 

 
4/5 Easter Sunday at 9:00am 

 
Stations of the Cross 

 
Every Friday during Lent at Noon 

 
 

Father Barrett 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Episcopal Church Women 

(ECW) 
 

Our ECW Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 10:00am. 
 

  On February 17th we will be having our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 

5:00pm to 7:00pm.  This includes pancakes, sausage, apple sauce and coffee, tea or 
orange juice. 

 
  Come on out and meet the Parish family and make new friends. 

 
Kathy Consiglio 

 
 

 
February 4, 2026 Food Pantry Schedule 

 
Pickers:  Stella Bender 

 
Runner:  Lesley Ciullo 
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Father Barrett’s Thoughts on Giving 
 

In this month’s Chronicle you will find a copy of my annual report and the annual report 

of our senior warden.  I asked that both be included in this issue because most people 
headed for the exits as soon as worship ended that Sunday.  It may have been the 

largest and quickest exit of believers since the Hebrew slaves fled Egypt after the night 
of the Passover!  Only a few members stayed for the annual meeting and the reports. 

 
Our Senior Warden laid out a giving challenge.  Some of you reading his report may find 

it offensive.  “How dare anyone ask me for a specific amount of money?”  It is like 
church cynics saying “all the Church does is ask for my money.”  Well, first of all, money 

should be discussed boldly in the Church for two reasons.  The first is that Jesus said he 
came to fulfill the law not abolish it.  The law of the tithe is very specific.  It states that 

the faithful are to give the first 10% of their abundance to the Lord.  This was to remind 

Israel that God had given them a land full of crops they had not planted and cities they 
had not built.  It was all a gift from God and their grateful response was to be the tithe.  

This is still the reason Christians should offer gifts to God.  The second reason is that the 
tithe is a spiritual activity.  It is a statement of confidence that God has provided and will 

continue to provide.  Finally, if we deleted every verse of the gospels where Jesus talked 
about money (Jesus not greedy pastors) we would be left with a very short gospel.  

Jesus talked about money more than any topic in the gospels.  He said in Mt. “you 
cannot serve two masters, God and money.”  Nothing puts a claim on us like money and 

rivals our loyalty to Jesus. 
 

Now two words of caution lest this article further offend you.  I realize that for some of 
you there is no 10%.  Almost every dime you receive is taken by housing, food, clothing, 

and medication.  God bless you if you still faithfully make an offering.  Also, the apostle 
Paul told the Corinthians that the Lord loves a cheerful giver.  Donations should be 

motivated by love, trust, and loyalty to God’s work here and all over the globe.  Giving 

out of a sense of obligation imposed by guilt, shame or force is very bad for your 
spiritual health.  If you give for any of those motives, it would be better not to give at 

all. 
 

Many of us are blessed with generous pensions and savings.  In that case if you already 
tithe, God bless you.  However, if you fall into that group and do not tithe, consider the 

specific dollar amount mentioned by our Senior Warden as a goal to bring you closer to 
the goal of tithing. 

 
In all things give glory to the Lord and give from your abundance with grateful hearts. 

 
Father Barrett  
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Reflections of the Senior Warden 
 

Our theme this year  has been :  "You are all we have, and you are all we need"  Well 
folks, we need more.  Like many churches in this day and age, we are again operating 

our church with a deficit.  This cannot continue forever.  I have calculated that if 
every church member would consider increasing his or her monthly tithe by as little as 

$40, Advent would be operating in the black! 
 

In an effort to increase awareness of our church and add new members to the role, your 
vestry voted to enhance our marketing campaign to local communities via advertising 

and community outreach projects.  Ladies and gentlemen, for the continued stewardship 
of our loving community of faith, we have to increase our personal evangelism! 

 
We are enjoying energetic and fun-loving participation from new and seasoned 

members.  Our efforts have resulted in 12 new members!  Let's keep it up!! 
 

Accolades go out to all our ministries for the continuation of church fellowship.  We are 

very grateful for the vestry services of outgoing members Paul McGuckin and Jane 
Falkner.  I look forward to another energetic year serving the Advent Episcopal Church 

of SW Ocala. 
 

God Bless "All Ya'll" 
 

Bigelow Robinson 

 

Very truly, I tell, that the one who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 

Father.  Jn. 14:12 
Annual Report-Father Barrett 

 
 Once again this year was one of financial challenges.  Our attendance 

has never recovered to its pre-Covid level.  If you have stopped coming out of fear or 

have gotten into the habit of church electronically, I beg you to return.  We miss you.  
With the drop in attendance we ran a deficit for another year, but we continue to walk in 

faith and did not reduce any of our ministries.   I thank all our members who are doing 
everything you can to support our Lord’s work here.  I rejoice that our outreach 

ministries continued with no reduction in gifts to the community. We continue to operate 
our Food Pantry.  We sent out over 300 holiday baskets.  Each basket represents a 

family which means we fed from 1200-1500 people!  Talented members retired from 
work or moved away.  Others stepped into the gap.  We sent out gifts to 40 children 

through the Salvation Army.  We continue our prayer shawl ministry. We welcomed a 
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Spanish speaking congregation that meets here every Sunday and holds a Bible study 

every Thursday.  Thanks to the leadership of Carol and Cindy and many volunteers, we 
held two community events for the first time-an Easter egg hunt for children and 

blessing of the animals in honor of St. Francis.  We continue to support our diocese 
mission in Sao Paulo and faithfully tithe to the diocese for the larger Church across the 

nation and the world.  Our Vestry has also stepped out in faith and prepared a deficit 
budget.  As the apostle Paul testified, “for we walk by faith; not by sight.” (2nd Cor. 5:7) 

 
We are slowly growing again.  We lost two members to death and three to transfer to 

other congregations.  We welcomed ten new members and have five more faithful 
visitors who we hope will join us soon.  We celebrated with a new members’ welcoming 

lunch.  I had the great joy to instruct two members in the faith who will be confirmed in 
2026 by our bishop.   

 
We continue to face and overcome challenges in our finances and volunteer staffing, but 

we maintain our outreach to the community and the world.  We continue to add new 

members willing to share their gifts in ministry.  I am reminded of Paul’s words in Phil. 
1:6: “”I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring 

it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”   
  

Father Barrett 
 

The 57th Central Florida Diocese Convention 

The 57th Central Florida Diocese Convention was held in Orlando in January, 2026. It had 

a wonderful theme, Church, Gospel and Mission. I was happy to be a part of the 
Clergy and Lay workers at the Convention where I learned more about our Diocese and 

the all-important outreach shared thru this Convention’s goals. Advent sent two 
delegates (myself and Shirley Peloquin) as well as our Clergy, Fr. Bill. 

First, I begin with the Church. We are “grounded” within our individual churches. At 
Advent we are a praying community where our church family is always sharing prayers, 

teaching and caring for one another. Our missions spread our love thru our Food Pantry, 
Holiday Food Baskets and other community outreach events. 

The Gospel is the basis for our spiritual growth. The more we read, talk, listen and 

recognize the Truth, the more our hearts are filled with the Holy Spirit. But we don’t stop 
there. Through the Diocese missions, the Word is spread around the world. 

The Missions: There were four speakers at the Convention who talked about their 
outreach. The first was from Honduras – a long-time mission of the Diocese of Central 

Florida. They have built schools, homes and structures to serve the people of this 
Central American country. 

The second speakers were a married couple whose ministry is in Southeast Asia. A 

portion of mixed countries and faiths that cover this most heavily populated area of our 
World. There is a blend of religions, but those missionaries work to bring the light of 

Jesus to new followers. 
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The third was a newer mission spearheaded by a retired military officer and Clergy.  She 

has taken the path to serving veterans and those suffering from physical and mental 
challenges in our local communities. 

Lastly was Fr. Stephen Dass and his wife who left Ocala several years ago to become 

missionaries to the homeless young people in Sao Paula Brazil. Fr. Dass has come to 
Advent in the past to tell us about their work. Their mission work is for the children and 

other lost individuals who have been living “on the streets” for generations. He and his 
wife Mary give the children one on one attention. They befriend them and help them 

learn about Jesus and the great commandment. Advent supports this mission with a 
pledged annual donation to their ministry. And I’m so happy that we do. 

All the outreach by these Diocese missions – and others – are much needed but I feel 
close to the Sao Paulo ministry because it requires mostly prayer and focuses on the 

individual children of God. One at a time.  You can find more information about all these 
missions thru the Diocese of Central Florida. Be assured that our prayers reach many 

beyond our small congregation. 

  

Submitted by Dori Sullivan 

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

MILESTONES 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is incorrect please contact the office and 
let us know– we want to include you with our blessings and best wishes on your special 

day. 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
Linda Menning    02/04 

June Sparrow    02/14 
Nancy Rodriquez    02/21 

Gerry Baker    02/26 
 

 
ANNIVERSARIES – NONE THIS MONTH 

 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
Psalms 121 Prayer Warrior’s Lola Roseberry 830-889-2088 
 

The Church is in need of Acolytes, Altar Guild helpers and Ushers.  If anyone would like 
to volunteer or be a substitute please give Liz Herrick a call for Acolyte at (352) 291-

4878 or e-mail her at tinlizziehr@yahoo.com, For Altar Guild, please call Kathy Consiglio 
at (352) 414-4994 or e-mail her at ktgjjd6@gmail.com Bonnie & Dick Purnell for Ushers. 

Call Bonnie at (386) 559-2491 or email her at Purnell.bonnie@gmail.com  Call Dick at 

(727) 992-2397 or email him at Purnell.rt@gmail.com 

mailto:tinlizziehr@yahoo.com
mailto:ktgjjd6@gmail.com
mailto:Purnell.bonnie@gmail.com
mailto:Purnell.rt@gmail.com
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Corrections 
 

 
If you see that an error was made, please let me know, so that I have the right info. 

Thank you, Lesley Ciullo  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Upcoming Events  
 
 

February 4, 2026 - Food Pantry at 9:00am 

 
February 7, 2026 – Daughters of the King at 10:30am 

 
February 10, 2026 - Vestry Meet at 5:00pm 

 
February 14, 2026 – Bob Evan’s Breakfast Fellowship at 9:00am 

 
February 17, 2026 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 5:00pm 

 
February 18, 2026- Episcopal Church Women (ECW) at 10:00am 

 

February 15, 2026 – Clean-up Day at 8:00am 
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